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Semester  Unit  Unit Focus NC Essential Standards 
Social Studies 

College & Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards 

Vocabulary 

1 The 
Beginning                                                    

Africa/Asia 
 
Civilizations: 
Sumer 
Mesopotamia 
Akkadia 
Babylonia 
Egypt 
 

G.6.1, G.6.2, 6.C&G.1 
6.E.1, 6.H.1, 6.H.2, 6.C.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10 
 

agriculture 
anarchy 
ancient 
archaeology 
artifact 
barter 
civilization 
culture 
cuneiform 
domesticate 
hieroglyphics 
irrigate 
Mesopotamia 
migrate 
nomadic 
papyrus 
pharaoh 
physical feature 
political map 
polytheism 
religion 
society structure       

1 The Far 
East 

Asia 
 
Civilizations 

China 
India 
 
 
 
 

G.6.1, G.6.2, 6.C&G.1 
6.E.1, 6.H.1, 6.H.2, 6.C.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 

aristocracy 
autocracy 
Buddhism 
caste 
civil service 
Confucianism 
Confucius 
constitution 
deity 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10 dynasty 
emperor 
export 
filial piety 
import 
migrate 
monarchy 
reincarnation 
Silk Road 
warlord 
yin yang               

2 The 
Western 
World 

Europe 
 
Civilizations: 

Greek 
Roman 
Vikings 
Middle Ages 

G.6.1, G.6.2, 6.C&G.1 
6.E.1, 6.H.1, 6.H.2, 6.C.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10 

aqueduct 
chariots 
consul 
crusades 
dictator 
direct democracy 
feudalism 
medieval 
monotheism 
mythology 
oligarchy 
patrician 
plague 
plebeian 
representative-democracy 
senate          
 
 

2 The 
Americas 

North America, 
South America, 
MesoAmerica 
 
Civilizations 

G.6.1, G.6.2, 6.C&G.1 
6.E.1, 6.H.1, 6.H.2, 6.C.1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 

cacao 
canals 
causeways 
cenote 
chinampas 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5
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Olmec 
Aztec 
Maya 
Inca 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10 

conquistador 
irrigation 
maize 
Malinche 
Mesoamerica 
peninsula 
sacrifice 
stele 
terraces             

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10
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Unit: The Beginning           

Standard Learning Target 

6.C&G.1.1 Explain the origins and structures of various 
governmental systems (e.g., democracy, absolute monarchy 
and constitutional monarchy).  

I can define and identify anarchy. 
I can explain the features of a government system. 

6.C&G.1.2 Summarize the ideas that shaped political thought in 
various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., divine right, 
equality, liberty, citizen participation and integration of religious 
principles).  

I can explain how religion and culture influenced political leaders 
in Ancient Mesopotamia. 
I can explain how a culture passes on information throughout 
generations. 

6.C&G.1.3 Compare the requirements for (e.g., age, gender and 
status) and responsibilities of (e.g., paying taxes and military 
service) citizenship under various governments. 

I can identify and explain the role of citizens in Ancient 

Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt. 

6.C&G.1.4 Compare the role (e.g., maintain order and enforce 
societal values and beliefs) and evolution of laws and legal 
systems (e.g., need for and changing nature of codified system 
of laws and punishment) in various civilizations, societies and 
regions. 

I can explain the impact of Hammurabi’s code in Ancient 

cultures and in human history. 

 

6.C.1.1 Analyze how cultural expressions reflected the values of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., oral traditions, art, 
dance, music, literature, and architecture). 

I can explain how cultural expressions can reveal the values of a 
civilization, society or region. 

6.C.1.2 Explain how religion transformed various societies, 
civilizations and regions (e.g., beliefs, practices and spread of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Judaism).  

I can define polytheism in Ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

6.C.1.3 Summarize systems of social structure within various 
civilizations and societies over time (e.g., Roman class 
structure, Indian caste system and feudal, matrilineal and 
patrilineal societies). 

I can explain how the city structure in Sumer reflected social 
structure. 
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6.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, compromise, and negotiation over 
the availability of resources (natural, human and capital) 
impacted the economic development of various civilizations, 
societies and regions (e.g., competition for scarce resources, 
unequal distribution of wealth and the emergence of powerful 
trading networks. 

 
I can explain the impact of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in 
the conflict between city-states in Ancient Mesopotamia. 

6.E.1.2 Explain how quality of life is impacted by economic 
choices of civilizations, societies and regions. 

I can explain the quality of life in successful and less successful 
city-states. 

6.G.1.1 Explain how the physical features and human 
characteristics of a place influenced the development of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., location near rivers and 
natural barriers, trading practices and spread of culture).  

I can explain why hunters and gatherers chose the Fertile 
Crescent to establish a civilization. 
 

6.G.1.2 Explain the factors that influenced the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas and the effects of that movement on 
societies and regions over time (e.g., scarcity of resources, 
conquests, desire for wealth, disease and trade). 

I can explain trade between city-states in Ancient Mesopotamia. 
I can explain the alliance of city-states. 
I can explain the impact of King Sargon in Ancient 
Mesopotamia. 

6.G.1.4 Explain how and why civilizations, societies and regions 
have used, modified and adapted to their environments (e.g., 
invention of tools, domestication of plants and animals, farming 
techniques and creation of dwellings). 

I can explain irrigation of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers in 
Ancient Sumer. 
I can explain irrigation of the Nile River in Ancient Egypt. 
I can explain how Ancient Egyptians took advantage of the 
annual flood (Nile River). 

6.G.2.1 Use maps, charts, graphs, geographic data and 
available technology tools to draw conclusions about the 
emergence, expansion and decline of civilizations, societies and 
regions.  

I can explain the difference between political and physical maps. 
I can compare maps of Ancient Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt 
to modern political and physical maps of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

6.G.2.2 Construct maps, charts and graphs to explain data 
about geographic phenomena (e.g., migration patterns and 
population, resource distribution patterns). 

I can explain migration of ancient nomads to the Fertile 
Crescent. 
I can explain the physical features of the Cradle of Civilization. 

6.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical narratives to I can create a timeline of Sumerian achievements. 
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explain particular events or issues over time I can outline the achievement and contributions of Ancient Egypt 
to human society.  

6.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical documents 
in order to establish context. 

I can explain the impact of cuneiform and hieroglyphics. 
I can explain the impact of Hammurabi’s code. 

6.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various 
historical perspectives. 

I can identify primary sources and their impact in 
archeology/anthropology. 
I can identify secondary sources and their validity. 

6.H.2.1 Explain how invasions, conquests, and migrations 
affected various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., Mongol 
invasion, The Crusades, the Peopling of the Americas and 
Alexander the Great).  

I can explain the military, economic and political changes 
brought to Ancient Mesopotamia by King Sargon. 

 

Unit 1 Resources: 

Introducing Types of Government:  Icivics: Who Rules? 

Timeline of Kings: Top Documentaries - Kings: From Babylon to Baghdad 1 Top Documentaries - Kings: From Babylon to Baghdad 2 

Research the importance of the Nile River (interactive, using artifacts, writing activity for small group or partners): River Nile 

 

 

 

  

http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/who-rules
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnQGjmdUGCI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNJXAXe8j0k
http://nmolp.britishmuseum.org/webquests/


 

Sixth Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map  

7 
 

Unit: The Far East           

Standard Learning Target 

6.C&G.1.1 Explain the origins and structures of various 
governmental systems (e.g., democracy, absolute monarchy 
and constitutional monarchy). 
 

I can explain the influence of a constitution in political systems. 
I can explain the structure of a constitutional monarchy. 
 

6.C&G.1.2 Summarize the ideas that shaped political thought in 
various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., divine right, 
equality, liberty, citizen participation and integration of religious 
principles). 

I can tell how dynasties impacted life in ancient China. 

6.C&G.1.3 Compare the requirements for (e.g., age, gender and 
status) and responsibilities of (e.g., paying taxes and military 
service) citizenship under various governments. 

I can explain the importance of civil service in Chinese culture. 
I can compare and contrast the role of men and women in 
ancient China. 

6.C&G.1.4 Compare the role (e.g., maintain order and enforce 
societal values and beliefs) and evolution of laws and legal 
systems (e.g., need for and changing nature of codified system 
of laws and punishment) in various civilizations, societies and 
regions. 

I can compare and contrast various dynasties in ancient China.  
I can tell how dynasties shaped Chinese culture. 

6.C.1.1 Analyze how cultural expressions reflected the values of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., oral traditions, art, 
dance, music, literature, and architecture). 

I can tell how filial piety shaped Chinese culture. 

6.C.1.2 Explain how religion transformed various societies, 
civilizations and regions (e.g., beliefs, practices and spread of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Judaism).  

I can explain the importance of Buddhism. 
I can explain the importance of Hinduism. 
I can explain the importance of Confucianism. 

6.C.1.3 Summarize systems of social structure within various 
civilizations and societies over time (e.g., Roman class 
structure, Indian caste system and feudal, matrilineal and 
patrilineal societies). 

I can tell the meaning the caste system. 
I can explain how citizens were organized in the caste system. 
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6.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, compromise, and negotiation over 
the availability of resources (natural, human and capital) 
impacted the economic development of various civilizations, 
societies and regions (e.g., competition for scarce resources, 
unequal distribution of wealth and the emergence of powerful 
trading networks. 

I can tell reasons for the Mongol invasions. 

6.E.1.2 Explain how quality of life is impacted by economic 
choices of civilizations, societies and regions. 

I can tell the way lives were affected in the caste system. 

6.G.1.1 Explain how the physical features and human 
characteristics of a place influenced the development of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., location near rivers and 
natural barriers, trading practices and spread of culture).  

I can explain how China’s physical geography created an 
isolated and unique culture. 
I can explain the importance of rivers in the development of 
Chinese culture. 

6.G.1.2 Explain the factors that influenced the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas and the effects of that movement on 
societies and regions over time (e.g., scarcity of resources, 
conquests, desire for wealth, disease and trade). 

I can tell the reasons for the development of the Silk Road. 

6.G.1.4 Explain how and why civilizations, societies and regions 
have used, modified and adapted to their environments (e.g., 
invention of tools, domestication of plants and animals, farming 
techniques and creation of dwellings). 

I can explain why the Chinese built the Great Wall of China. 
I can tell the importance of terrace farming. 

6.G.2.1 Use maps, charts, graphs, geographic data and 
available technology tools to draw conclusions about the 
emergence, expansion and decline of civilizations, societies and 
regions.  

I can use a map to explain how the Silk Road made China a rich 
and powerful civilization. 

6.G.2.2 Construct maps, charts and graphs to explain data 
about geographic phenomena (e.g., migration patterns and 
population, resource distribution patterns). 

I can create a map that shows how products were distributed 
and traded throughout the Silk Road. 

6.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical narratives to 
explain particular events or issues over time. 

I can use a timeline to explain the rise and fall of the Chinese 
dynasties. 
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6.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical documents 
in order to establish context. 

I can explain the meaning of the Eightfold Path and Four Noble 
Truths in Buddhism. 

6.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various 
historical perspectives. 

I can use primary and secondary sources to show the 
experiences of Marco Polo. 

6.H.2.1 Explain how invasions, conquests, and migrations 
affected various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., Mongol 
invasion, The Crusades, the Peopling of the Americas and 
Alexander the Great).  

I can tell how the teachings of Sun Tzu led to the expansion of 
China. 

6.H.2.3 Explain how innovation and/or technology transformed 
civilizations, societies and regions over time (e.g., agricultural 
technology, weaponry, transportation and communication).  

I can explain ways Chinese inventions have impacted the 
ancient and modern world. 

6.H.2.4 Explain the role that key historical figures and cultural 
groups had in transforming society (e.g., Mansa Musa, 
Confucius, Charlemagne and Qin Shi Huangdi).  

I can tell the importance of Siddartha Gautama (The Buddha). 

 

Unit 2 Resources: 

o BBC Documentary Genghis Khan http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB5bX9m2G8w 
o The Legacy of Genghis Kham  http://www.mongolianculture.com/ThelegacyofChinggis.htm 
o Teaching with “The Buddha” http://www.pbs.org/thebuddha/lesson-plans/ 

 
 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB5bX9m2G8w
http://www.mongolianculture.com/ThelegacyofChinggis.htm
http://www.pbs.org/thebuddha/lesson-plans/
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Unit: The Western World           

Standard Learning Target 

6.C&G.1.1 Explain the origins and structures of various 
governmental systems (e.g., democracy, absolute monarchy 
and constitutional monarchy). 

I can evaluate the positives and negative aspects of direct 
democracy and representative democracy. 
 

6.C&G.1.2 Summarize the ideas that shaped political thought in 
various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., divine right, 
equality, liberty, citizen participation and integration of religious 
principles). 

I can explain the conflict of power between priests and Roman 
Kings. 
. 

6.C&G.1.3 Compare the requirements for (e.g., age, gender and 
status) and responsibilities of (e.g., paying taxes and military 
service) citizenship under various governments. 

I can explain the role of citizens in Ancient Greece. 
I can explain the structure and function of a senate in Ancient 
Rome. 

6.C&G.1.4 Compare the role (e.g., maintain order and enforce 
societal values and beliefs) and evolution of laws and legal 
systems (e.g., need for and changing nature of codified system 
of laws and punishment) in various civilizations, societies and 
regions. 

I can outline the changes in political systems from oligarchy to 
representative democracy in Ancient Greece and Rome 

6.C.1.1 Analyze how cultural expressions reflected the values of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., oral traditions, art, 
dance, music, literature, and architecture). 

I can identify the features of Green and Roman architecture and 
their impact in the Western World. 
 
I can identify the impact of Greek art, literature and culture in 
today’s society. 

6.C.1.2 Explain how religion transformed various societies, 
civilizations and regions (e.g., beliefs, practices and spread of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Judaism).  

I can explain the conflict of the Crusades. 
I can explain the difference between monotheism and 
polytheism. 

6.C.1.3 Summarize systems of social structure within various 
civilizations and societies over time (e.g., Roman class 
structure, Indian caste system and feudal, matrilineal and 

I can explain the structure of Roman classes. 
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patrilineal societies). 

6.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, compromise, and negotiation over 
the availability of resources (natural, human and capital) 
impacted the economic development of various civilizations, 
societies and regions (e.g., competition for scarce resources, 
unequal distribution of wealth and the emergence of powerful 
trading networks. 

I can analyze the benefits and negative aspects of each part of 
the feudal system. 

6.E.1.2 Explain how quality of life is impacted by economic 
choices of civilizations, societies and regions. 

I can explain the structure of the feudal system. 
I can explain the difference in quality of life for each role in the 
feudal system. 

6.G.1.1 Explain how the physical features and human 
characteristics of a place influenced the development of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., location near rivers and 
natural barriers, trading practices and spread of culture).  

I can identify the physical features of the Ancient Greek territory. 
I can outline the spread of the Roman Empire on a physical 
map. 

6.G.1.2 Explain the factors that influenced the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas and the effects of that movement on 
societies and regions over time (e.g., scarcity of resources, 
conquests, desire for wealth, disease and trade). 

I can explain the impact of Roman Roads in trading, 
transportation and communication in the Ancient World. 

6.G.1.4 Explain how and why civilizations, societies and regions 
have used, modified and adapted to their environments (e.g., 
invention of tools, domestication of plants and animals, farming 
techniques and creation of dwellings). 

I can explain the importance of water in Ancient Rome and 
Greece. 
I can explain the use and structure of aqueducts. 
 

6.G.2.1 Use maps, charts, graphs, geographic data and 
available technology tools to draw conclusions about the 
emergence, expansion and decline of civilizations, societies and 
regions. 

I can analyze modern political maps and physical maps to 
explain the expansion of the Roman Empire. 
I can explain the importance of location during war. 

6.G.2.2 Construct maps, charts and graphs to explain data 
about geographic phenomena (e.g., migration patterns and 
population, resource distribution patterns). 

I can identify different Greek and Roman cities in maps 
throughout time. 
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6.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical narratives to 
explain particular events or issues over time. 

I can create a timeline of achievements and contributions of the 
Roman and Greek empires. 

6.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical documents 
in order to establish context. 

I can explain the importance of artifacts and archeology as 
evidence of the impact to the Western World. 

6.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various 
historical perspectives. 

I can compare primary and secondary sources of Greek and 
Roman history. 

6.H.2.1 Explain how invasions, conquests, and migrations 
affected various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., Mongol 
invasion, The Crusades, the Peopling of the Americas and 
Alexander the Great).  

I can explain the relationship, trade and conflict between 
Athens, Sparta and other Greek cities. 
I can explain the impact of Alexander the Great. 
I can explain the process in the spread of Christianity. 

 

Unit Resources: 

Ancient Greece http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/Main_Page/ 

BBC Ancient Greeks http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/Main_Page/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/
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Unit: The Americas           

Standard Learning Target 

6.C&G.1.1 Explain the origins and structures of various 
governmental systems (e.g., democracy, absolute monarchy 
and constitutional monarchy). 

I can explain the origins of a theocracy. 
I can explain the structure of an absolute monarchy. 

6.C&G.1.2 Summarize the ideas that shaped political thought in 
various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., divine right, 
equality, liberty, citizen participation and integration of religious 
principles). 

I can explain the religious principles that guided cultures of 
Mesoamerica. 
I can explain the peaceful nature of the Incas. 

6.C&G.1.3 Compare the requirements for (e.g., age, gender and 
status) and responsibilities of (e.g., paying taxes and military 
service) citizenship under various governments. 

I can explain the roles of society members in Mesoamerica. 
I can explain the cultural customs of daily life in Mesomarica. 

6.C&G.1.4 Compare the role (e.g., maintain order and enforce 
societal values and beliefs) and evolution of laws and legal 
systems (e.g., need for and changing nature of codified system 
of laws and punishment) in various civilizations, societies and 
regions. 

I can explain the social structure (kings, priests, slaves, etc.) of 
Aztec, Mayan and Olmec civilizations. 

6.C.1.1 Analyze how cultural expressions reflected the values of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., oral traditions, art, 
dance, music, literature, and architecture). 

I can explain the Incas values and rituals. 
I can compare the practice of sacrifice in the Olmec, Aztec, 
Maya and Inca civilizations. 

6.C.1.2 Explain how religion transformed various societies, 
civilizations and regions (e.g., beliefs, practices and spread of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Judaism).  

I can explain how religious practices influenced other aspects of 
ancient people in the Americas. 
I can explain how ancient religious practices were replaced by 
Christianity in the Americas. 

6.C.1.3 Summarize systems of social structure within various 
civilizations and societies over time (e.g., Roman class 
structure, Indian caste system and feudal, matrilineal and 
patrilineal societies). 

I can explain the social structure in the Olmec, Maya, Aztec and 
Inca civilizations. 
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6.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, compromise, and negotiation over 
the availability of resources (natural, human and capital) 
impacted the economic development of various civilizations, 
societies and regions (e.g., competition for scarce resources, 
unequal distribution of wealth and the emergence of powerful 
trading networks. 

I can explain how leaders were replaced in the Olmec, Maya, 
Aztec and Inca civilizations. 

6.E.1.2 Explain how quality of life is impacted by economic 
choices of civilizations, societies and regions 

I can explain how the quality of life of natives of the Americas  
was impacted by European invasions and conquests. 

6.G.1.1 Explain how the physical features and human 
characteristics of a place influenced the development of 
civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., location near rivers and 
natural barriers, trading practices and spread of culture).  

I can identify the natural resources and physical features that 
influenced the migration and settlement of Mesoamerica. 

6.G.1.2 Explain the factors that influenced the movement of 
people, goods, and ideas and the effects of that movement on 
societies and regions over time (e.g., scarcity of resources, 
conquests, desire for wealth, disease and trade). 

I can explain the reasons for the age of Exploration and its 
impact in the Americas. 
I can how physical features impacted trade and war in the Inca 
civilization. 

6.G.1.3 Compare distinguishing characteristics of various world 
regions (e.g., physical features, culture, political organization 
and ethnic make-up). 

I can explain the cultural heritage of Incas, Olmec, Maya and 
Aztecs in modern North and South America. 

6.G.1.4 Explain how and why civilizations, societies and regions 
have used, modified and adapted to their environments (e.g., 
invention of tools, domestication of plants and animals, farming 
techniques and creation of dwellings). 

I can explain the use of irrigation, canals, chinampas and 
terraces. 

6.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical narratives to 
explain particular events or issues over time 

I can create a timeline of Maya, Aztec, Olmec and Inca 
accomplishments and contributions to our society. 

6.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical documents 
in order to establish context. 

I can analyze primary sources and artifacts in order to 
understand the importance of Mesoamerica. 

6.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various 
historical perspectives. 

I can analyze and evaluate accounts of European and natives of 
the Americas to contrast perspectives. 
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6.H.2.1 Explain how invasions, conquests, and migrations 
affected various civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., Mongol 
invasion, The Crusades, the Peopling of the Americas and 
Alexander the Great).  

I can compare the rise and fall of ancient civilizations of the 
Americas to those of ancient cultures in other continents. 

6.H.2.3 Explain how innovation and/or technology transformed 
civilizations, societies and regions over time (e.g., agricultural 
technology, weaponry, transportation and communication).  

I can compare Aztec weapons, Inca agriculture and Mayan 
astronomy as accomplishments of each civilization. 

6.H.2.4 Explain the role that key historical figures and cultural 
groups had in transforming society (e.g., Mansa Musa, 
Confucius, Charlemagne and Qin Shi Huangdi).  

I can explain the influence of Montezuma, Pachacuti, Atahualpa, 
Pacal, Cortez, Malinche and Pizarro.  

 

 

 


