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Semester Unit  Unit Focus NC Essential Standards 
Social Studies 

College & 
Career 

Readiness 
Anchor 

Standards 

Vocabulary 

1st        Geography                                                     Geography US/NC 8.G.1.2 RL 7 Location, Place, 

Challenge, Movement, 
Region, Physical 
Characteristics 

1st Genesis of 

North Carolina 
and the United 

States 

Colonization - US/NC 8.H.3.1;8.G.1.3:8.C.1.2 RL 1 & 2 Plantation, Proprietary, 

Society, Values, 
Beliefs, Class, 

Immigrants, Import, 
Export, Economy, 
Resources 

1st Development 

Through War 

French & Indian and 

Revolutionary War 

8.H.2.1; 8.H.2.2: & 

8.H.3.3:H.8.1.4 

RL 5 & 6 Loyalist, Tories, Whigs 

Patriot, Tariff, Alliance, 
Boycott, Monarchy, 

Militia, Propaganda, 
Treaty 

1st New Nation & 

State 

Articles of Confederation 

and U.S. Constitution 

8.H.2.3; 8.H.3.3; & 

8.CG.1.1 

RL 1 & 2 Debate, Resolve, 

Negotiate, 
Amend/Amendment, 
Executive, Judicial, 

Legislative, 
Tricameral, 

Unicameral, 
Bicameral, Branches, 
Compromise  
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1st Expanding and 
Reforming the 

US and NC 

Monroe Doctrine and 
Manifest Destiny 

8.H.3.1; 8.C.1.3; & 
8.H.2.1 

RL 1 & 2 Manifest Destiny, 
Genocide, Migration, 

Human Rights, Aliens, 
Citizenship, Pioneer, 

Frontier 
 

1st Conflict and 
Resolution 

Civil War and 
Reconstruction 

8.H.2.1;8.H.2.;8.H.2.3; 
8.CG.1.3; 8.CG.2.3 

RL 7; 8; & 
9 

Secede, Emancipate, 
Section/Sectionalism,  

Controversy, Strategy,  
Hostile, 

Progress/progression, 
Preserve/Preservation, 
Discrimination, 

Racism, Segregation 
 

1st Progressive 

Era 

Invention; 

Industrialization; and 
Capitalism 

8.C.1.3; 8.CG.2.1; 

8.E.1.2 

RL 1, 2, & 

3 

Industrialization, 

Capitalism, 
Progressivism, 

Humanitarianism, 
Imperialism, 
Expedition, 

Competition 

2nd War to End All 
Wars 

World War I 8.H.1.2; 8.H.2.1; 8.H.3.2 RL 8 & 9 Isolationism, 
Neutrality, 

Propaganda, 
Armistice, 
Reparations, Pacifist, 

Stalemate, Epidemic 
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2nd Roller Coaster I 1920s & 1930s 8.H.3.2; 8.E.1.3; 8.H.3.3; 
8.C&G.1.4; & 8.C.1.3 

RL 4 & 5 Prohibition, Stock 
Market, Suffrage, 

Credit, Assembly Line, 
Margin Buying, 

Depression, Dust 
Bowl, Sustainability, 
Jazz Age, Harlem 

Renaissance, Great 
Migration, New Deal 

2nd War Continues World War II & Korean 

War 

8.E.1.1; 8.H.3.2; 8.H.2.3; 

8.H.1.3 

RL 1 & 2 Appeasement, 

Blitzkrieg, 
Totalitarianism, 
Militarism, Rationing, 

Compensation, Island 
Hopping, Kamikaze 

 
 

2nd Cold War Communism versus 

Capitalism 

8.CG.2.3; 8.H.3.3; 

8.H.1.2; 8.H.1.1 

RL 1, 2, 3, 

& 4 

Communism, Truman 

Doctrine, Nuclear, 
Detente, Arms Race, 
Space Race, 

McCarthyism, Red 
Scare, Soviet Union, 
Embargo, Blockade, 

2nd Civil Rights Jim Crow to Present 8.CG.2.3; 8.H.2.2; 
8.CG.1.1; 8.CG 
1.4;8.CG.2.1 

RL1,2,3,4 Segregation, lynching, 
Prejudice, Integration, 
Conspiracy, Protest, 

Sit-in Protest, Civil 
Disobedience, 

Affirmative Action 
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2nd Roller Coaster 
II 

1980s and 1990s 8.CG.1.1; 8.E.1.2; 
8.H.3.4; 8H.3.2 

RL 7, 8 Recession, Bull and 
Bear markets, 

deflation 

2nd Age of Terror 21st Century 8.CG.1.4; 8.CG.1.3; 
8.CG.1.1; 8.C.1.1; 

8.C.1.3 

RL 7,8 Terrorism, Jihad, 
Sanctions, Deflation 

2nd Finance Personal Finance 8.E.1.3 RL 7,8 Save, Invest, Credit, 
Borrow, Interest, Loan, 

Mortgage 
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Unit: (1) Geography                

Standard: 8.G.1.2: Understand the human and physical 

characteristics of regions in North Carolina and the United 
States. 
Standard: 8.G.1.2 Understand the human and physical 

characteristics of regions in North Carolina and the United 
States (e.g. physical features, culture, political organization 

and ethnic make-up). 
Standard: 8.G.1.3 Explain how human and environmental 

interaction affected quality of life and settlement patterns in 
North Carolina and the United States (e.g. environmental 
disasters, infrastructure development, coastal restoration 

and alternative sources of energy). 

Learning Target: 8.G.1.2: 

A)I can identify the relative and absolute location of North 
Carolina and the United States . 

B) I can describe the major attributes of each region of 
North Carolina and the United States by its attributes. 
C) I can explain how geographic barriers challenge the 

movement of people, goods, and ideas. 
D) I can determine how governmental policies, practices 

and laws that slow down or speed up the immigration of 
individuals and families into North Carolina and the United 
States 

 

Unit: (2) Genesis of North Carolina and the United States         

Standard: 8.H.3.1 Explain how migration and immigration 

contributed to the development of North Carolina and the 
United States from colonization to contemporary times 

Learning Target:  

A) I can show how migration encouraged or discouraged 
the development of history throughout history. 

B) I can illustrate how immigration assisted in the 
development of North Carolina and the United States. 

Standard: 8.H.2.2 Summarize how leadership and citizen 

actions influenced the outcome of key conflicts in North 

Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: 

A) I can show how political and social leadership affects 

the major conflicts in the United States and North Carolina. 
B) I can illustrate the power of citizen action on conflicts in 

United States and North Carolina 

Standard: 8.C.1.2 Summarize the origin of beliefs, 

practices, and traditions that represent various groups 

within North Carolina and the United States. 

Learning Target: 

I can identify and state the beliefs of a variety of cultural 

groups in North Carolina and the United States. 
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Unit: (3) Development Through War            

 

Standard: 8.H.2.1 Explain the impact of economic, 

political, social, and military conflicts (e.g. war, slavery, 
states’ rights and citizenship and immigration policies) on 

the development of North Carolina and the United States.  

Learning Target: 

A) I can illustrate the effect of economic bust and booms in 

the development of the United States and North Carolina. 

B) I can show the impact of political and social calm and 
chaos on the development of North Carolina and United 

States. 
  

Standard: 8.H.2.2 Summarize how leadership and citizen 

actions (e.g. the founding fathers, the Regulators, the 

Greensboro Four, and participants of the Wilmington Race 

Riots,1898) influenced the outcome of key conflicts in 

North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: 

A) I can summarize how leadership and citizen actions can 
affect the outcome of conflicts. 

B) I can show how political and social leadership affects 
the major conflicts in the United States and North Carolina. 

C) I can illustrate the power of citizen action on conflicts in 
United States and North Carolina 

 

Standard: 8.H.3.3 Explain how individuals and groups 

have influenced economic, political and social change in 

North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: 

A) I can show how individuals and groups are able to 

impact economic activity in North Carolina and the United 
States. 
B) I can demonstrate how individuals and groups have 

influenced social and political movements and ideas in 
North Carolina and United States. 
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8.H.1.4 Use historical inquiry to  evaluate the validity of 
sources used to construct historical narratives (e.g.  

formulate historical questions, gather data from a variety of 
sources, evaluate and interpret data and support 

interpretations with historical evidence). 
 

Learning Target: 
I can use historical inquiry to evaluate the validity of 

sources of historical data. 

 

 

Unit: (4) New Nation and State             

Standard: 8.H.2.3 Summarize the role of debate, 

compromise, and negotiation during significant periods in 

the history of North Carolina and the United States. 

 

Learning Target: 

A) I can identify how debate affects the outcome of 

important events in North Carolina and United States 
history. 
B) I can show how the art of negotiations and compromise 

influenced the outcome of significant events in North 
Carolina and United States history. 

Standard: 8.H.3.3 Explain how individuals and groups 

have influenced economic, political and social change in 
North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: 

A) I can show how individuals and groups are able to 
impact economic activity in North Carolina and the United 

States. 
B) I can demonstrate how individuals and groups have 
influenced social and political movements and ideas in 

North Carolina and United States. 

Standard: 8.CG.1.1 Summarize democratic ideals 

expressed in local, state, and national government. 

Learning Target: 

I can identify and summarize democratic ideals from a 

variety of governments. 
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Unit: (5) Expanding & Reforming the US/NC           

 

Standard 8.H.3.1 Explain how migration and immigration 

contributed to the development of North Carolina and the 
United States from colonization to contemporary times 

(e.g. westward movement, African slavery, Trail of Tears, 
the Great Migration and Ellis and Angel Island). .  

Learning Target: 

A) I can show how migration encouraged or discouraged 
the development of history throughout history. 

B) I can illustrate how immigration assisted in the 
development of North Carolina and the United States. 

Standard 8.C.1.3 Summarize the contributions of 

particular groups to the development of North Carolina and 
the United States (e.g. women, religious groups, and 
ethnic minorities such as American Indians, African 

Americans, and European immigrants) 

Learning Target: 

I can illustrate the overall contributions of diverse groups in 
North Carolina and the United States. 

Standard 8.H.2.1 Explain the impact of economic, political, 

social, and military conflicts (e.g. war, slavery, states’ 

rights and citizenship and immigration policies) on the 
development of North Carolina and the United States.  

Learning Target: 

A) I can illustrate the effect of economic bust and booms in 

the development of the United States and North Carolina. 
B) I can show the impact of political and social calm and 
chaos on the development of North Carolina and United 

States. 
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Unit: (6) Conflict and Resolution            

Standard 8.H.2.1 Explain the impact of economic, political, 

social, and military conflicts on the development of North 
Carolina and the United States. 

Learning Target: 

 I can show the impact of political and social calm and 
chaos on the development of North Carolina and United 
States. 

Standard 8.H.2.2 Summarize how leadership and citizen 

actions (e.g. the founding fathers, the Regulators, the 

Greensboro Four, and participants of the Wilmington Race 

Riots,1898) influenced the outcome of key conflicts in 

North Carolina and the United States. 

 

Learning Target: 

A) I can show how political and social leadership affects 
the major conflicts in the United States and North Carolina. 

B) I can illustrate the power of citizen action on conflicts in 
United States and North Carolina. 

Standard  8.H.2.3 Summarize the role of debate, 

compromise, and negotiation during significant periods in 

the history of North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: 

A) I can identify how debate affects the outcome of 

important events in North Carolina and United States 
history. 

B) I can show how the art of negotiations and compromise 
influenced the outcome of significant events in North 
Carolina and United States history 

Standard 8.CG.1.3 Analyze differing viewpoints on the 

scope and power of state and national governments 

Learning Target:  

I can analyze differing viewpoints in society. 

Standard  8.CG.2.3 Explain the impact of human and civil 

rights issues throughout North Carolina and United States 

history. 

Learning Target: 

I can demonstrate how human and civil rights issues effect 

the development of North Carolina and United States 
history 
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Unit: (7) Progressive Era            

Standard 8.C.1.3 Summarize the contributions of 

particular groups to the development of North Carolina and 
the United States (e.g. women, religious groups, and 
ethnic minorities such as American Indians, African 

Americans, and European immigrants).  

Learning Target:  

I can illustrate the overall contributions of diverse groups in 
North Carolina and the United States. 
 

Standard 8.C&G.2.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of various 

approaches used to effect change in North Carolina and 

the United States (e.g. picketing, boycotts, sit-ins, voting, 
marches, holding elected office and lobbying).  

Learning Target: 

I can explain the effectiveness of change when direct 

citizen and/or political leaders participation occurs. 

Standard 8.E.1.2 Use economic indicators (e.g. GDP, 

inflation and unemployment) to evaluate the growth and 

stability of the economy of North Carolina and the United 
States.  

Learning Target: 

A) I can explain how gross domestic product (GDP) is 

determined. 
B) I can explain how inflation is determined. 

C) I can explain how unemployment is determined 

 

 

Unit: (8) War to End All Wars            

Standard: 8.H.3.2 Explain the impact of economic, 

political, social, and military conflicts on the development 
of North Carolina and the United States. 

Learning Target: I can show the impact of political and 

social calm and chaos on the development of North 
Carolina and United States. 

Standard: 8.H.2.1 Explain how changes brought about by 

technology and other innovations affected individuals and 
groups in North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: I can show how technological advances 

and innovation have made people across North Carolina 
and the United States change their way of life. 
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Unit:    (9) Roller Coaster I            

 

Standard 8.H.3.2 Explain how changes brought about by 

technology and other innovations affected individuals and 
groups in North Carolina and the United States (e.g. 
advancements in transportation, communication networks and 
business practices).  

Learning Target:  

I can show how technological advances and innovation have 
made people across North Carolina and the United States 
change their way of life. 

Standard 8.E.1.3 Explain how quality of life is impacted by 

personal financial choices (e.g. credit, savings, investing, 
borrowing and giving) 

Learning Target:  

A) I can create a plan to save and invest for the future. 
B) I can explain how to properly use credit. 
C) I can demonstrate the effect of charitable giving on people in 
North Carolina and the United States. 

Standard 8.H.3.3 Explain how individuals and groups have 

influenced economic, political and social change in North 
Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target:  

A) I can show how individuals and groups are able to impact 
economic activity in North Carolina and the United States. 
B) I can demonstrate how individuals and groups have 
influenced social and political movements and ideas in North 
Carolina and United States. 

Standard 8.C&G.1.4 Analyze access to democratic rights and 

freedoms among various groups in North Carolina and the 
United States (e.g. enslaved people, women, wage earners, 
landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans and 
other ethnic groups). 

Learning Target:  

I can explain why certain groups of people struggle to have 
access to their democratic rights. 

Standard 8.C.1.3 Summarize the contributions of particular 

groups to the development of North Carolina and the United 
States (e.g. women, religious groups, and ethnic minorities such 
as American Indians, African Americans, and European 
immigrants).  

Learning Target:  

I can illustrate the overall contributions of diverse groups in 
North Carolina and the United States. 
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Unit: (10) War Continues             

 

Standard: 8.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, cooperation, and 

competition influenced periods of economic growth and 
decline 

Learning Target:  

A) I can demonstrate how people compete for resources 
and the result of the competition during times of scarcity. 

B) I can illustrate the benefits and problems with a 
cooperative economic model. 

Standard: 8.H.3.2 Explain how changes brought about by 

technology and other innovations affected individuals and 

groups in North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target: 

I can show how technological advances and innovation 

have made people across North Carolina and the United 
States change their way of life 

Standard 8.H.2.3 Summarize the role of debate, 

compromise, and negotiation during significant periods in 
the history of North Carolina and the United States. 

Learning Targets: 

A) I can identify how debate affects the outcome of 
important events in North Carolina and United States 
history. 

B) I can show how the art of negotiations and compromise 
influenced the outcome of significant events in North 

Carolina and United States history. 
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Unit: (11) Cold War              

Standard 8.C&G.2.3 Explain the impact of human and civil 

rights issues throughout North Carolina and United States 
history.  

Learning Target:  

I can demonstrate how human and civil rights issues  
effect the development of North Carolina and United 
States history 

Standard 8.H.3.3 Explain how individuals and groups 

have influenced economic, political and social change in 
North Carolina and the United States 

Learning Target:  

A) I can show how individuals and groups are able to 
impact economic activity in North Carolina and the United 

States. 
B) I can demonstrate how individuals and groups have 
influenced social and political movements and ideas in 

North Carolina and United States. 

Standard 8.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues. 

Learning Target:  

I can make a variety of graphic resources to explain 

historical events. 

Standard 8.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of 

historical documents in order to establish context. 
Standard 8.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret various historical perspectives. 

Learning Target:  

I can state in my own words information from a primary 

(original) document(s). 
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Unit:  (12) Civil Rights                                                                                                                                        

Standard: 8.CG.2.3 Explain the impact of human and civil 

rights issues throughout North Carolina and United States 
history 

Learning Target: 

I can show how technological advances and innovation 
have made people across North Carolina and the United 
States change their way of life. 

Standard: 8.H.2.2 Summarize how leadership and citizen 

actions influenced the outcome of key conflicts in North 

Carolina and the United States. 

 

Learning Target: 

I can show how political and social leadership affects the 
major conflicts in the United States and North Carolina. 

Standard: 8.CG.1.1 Summarize democratic ideals 

expressed in local, state, and national government 

Learning Target:  

I can identify and explain democratic ideals in government. 

 

Standard 8.C&G.2.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of various 

approaches used to effect change in North Carolina and 

the United States (e.g. picketing, boycotts, sit-ins, voting, 
marches, holding elected office and lobbying).  

Learning Target: 

I can explain the effectiveness of change when direct 

citizen and/or political leaders participation occurs. 
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Unit: (13) Roller Coaster II                                                                                                                                       

Standard 8.H.3.2 Explain how changes brought about by 

technology and other innovations affected individuals and 
groups in North Carolina and the United States (e.g. 
advancements in transportation, communication networks 

and business practices).  

Learning Target:  

I can show how technological advances and innovation 
have made people across North Carolina and the United 
States change their way of life. 

Standard 8.H.3.4 Compare historical and contemporary 

issues to understand continuity and change in the 

development of North Carolina and the United States.  

Learning Target:  

I can show how change and continued historical and 

contemporary issues affect the development of North 
Carolina and the United States. 
 

 

Standard 8.E.1.2 Use economic indicators (e.g. GDP, 

inflation and unemployment) to evaluate the growth and 

stability of the economy of North Carolina and the United 
States.  
 

 

Learning Targets:  

A) I can explain how gross domestic product (GDP) is 

determined. 
B) I can explain how inflation is determined. 
C) I can explain how unemployment is determined. 

 

Standard 8.C&G.1.1 Summarize democratic ideals 

expressed in local, state, and national government (e.g. 

limited government, popular sovereignty, separation of 
powers, republicanism, federalism and individual rights).  

Learning Target:  

I can identify and explain democratic ideals in government. 
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Unit: (14) Age of Terror                                                                                                                                              

Standard 8.C&G.1.1 Summarize democratic ideals 

expressed in local, state, and national government (e.g. 
limited government, popular sovereignty, separation of 
powers, republicanism, federalism and individual rights).  

Learning Target:  

I can identify and explain democratic ideals in government. 

Standard 8.C&G.1.3 Analyze differing viewpoints on the 

scope and power of state and national governments (e.g. 
Federalists and anti-Federalists, education, immigration 

and healthcare).  

Learning Target:  

I can analyze different viewpoints concerning the scope 
and power of governments.  

Standard 8.C&G.1.4 Analyze access to democratic rights 

and freedoms among various groups in North Carolina and 
the United States (e.g. enslaved people, women, wage 

earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African 
Americans and other ethnic groups). 

Learning Target:  

I can explain why certain groups of people struggle to have 
access to their democratic rights. 

Standard 8.C.1.1 Explain how influences from Africa, 

Europe, and the Americas impacted North Carolina and 
the United States (e.g. Columbian exchange, slavery and 

the decline of the American Indian populations). 

Learning Target:  

I can show how the culture of people from Africa, Europe, 
& Native Americans to North America has impacted North 

Carolina and the United States 

Standard 8.C.1.3 Summarize the contributions of 

particular groups to the development of North Carolina and 
the United States (e.g. women, religious groups, and 

ethnic minorities such as American Indians, African 
Americans, and European immigrants).  

Learning Target:  

I can illustrate the overall contributions of diverse groups in 
North Carolina and the United States. 
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Unit: (15) Personal Finance            

Standard 8.E.1.3 Explain how quality of life is impacted by 

personal financial choices (e.g. credit, savings, investing, 
borrowing and giving). 

Learning Target:  

I can illustrate how quality of life is influenced by personal 
financial choices. 

 

 

Writing Prompts for Classroom Units 

 

Unit: New Nation and State  

The Founding Fathers are debating the importance of a written constitution. England has been without a full formal 

constitution for years. England based most of their legal decisions on Common Law and precedents.   

You have been asked to draft an argument for a written constitution. It will be presented first in written form to each 

delegate. Then the argument will be read to the delegates before debate. 

1.   Focus on the argument that would have had the best chance for government to function. 

2.   Choose words that are well suited to the purpose, audience, and context of the letter. 

3.   Organize your argument so that your ideas progress logically. 

4.   Include relevant details that clearly develop your letter. 

5.   Edit your letter for standard grammar & language usage. 

6.   Introduction, at least 2 body paragraphs, conclusion    
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Unit: Conflict and Resolution  

The end of the Civil War found the nation attempting to protect the newly freed peoples in the United States. You have 

been chosen to write a speech to address the 14th amendment as one of the safeguards against a forced return to 

slavery. Include the following points. 

What was the 14th Amendment? Why did the former Confederate States refuse to ratify the amendment?  Why was it so 

important to the freedmen? 

1.   Focus on the reason for the 14th amendment. 

2.   Choose words that are well suited to the purpose, audience, and context of the letter. 

3.   Organize your argument so that your ideas progress logically. 

4.   Include relevant details that clearly develop your speech. 

5.   Edit your speech for standard grammar & language usage. 

6.   Introduction, at least 2 body paragraphs, conclusion    

 

 

 

Unit: Progressive Era  

During the Progressive Era America’s economy was rapidly transformed by the Industrial Revolution and new inventions 

in transportation, communication, and appliances.  Be sure to answer all of the following questions in your essay.  How 

did all of these changes affect the average American's life?  What were the positive effects o f all these changes? What 

were some of the negative outcomes? 

1.   Focus on the changes created by industrialization and new inventions. 

2.   Choose words that are well suited to the purpose, audience, and context of the letter. 

3.   Organize your argument so that your ideas progress logically. 

4.   Include relevant details that clearly develop your speech. 

5.   Edit your speech for standard grammar & language usage. 

6.   Introduction, at least 2 body paragraphs, conclusion    
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Unit: Civil Rights  

Striving for equality for African Americans began in the colony of Virginia in 1619.  Slavery became the way of life for 

African-Americans during 18th and 19th centuries. In 1865, African-Americans were released from physical bondage. The 

reaction by former slave owners were the development of the black codes. You are asked to write a short essay on how 

the black codes were connected to the discrimination practices of the 1950s.  Include the following points: What were the 

Black Codes? Why were the codes developed? How did they affect the lives of the freedmen and the African American 

people of the 1950s? 

 

1.   Focus on the difference between the Black Codes and Jim Crow Laws of the 1950s. 

2.   Choose words that are well suited to the purpose, audience, and context of the letter. 

3.   Organize your ideas so that your ideas progress logically. 

4.   Include relevant details that clearly develop your essay. 

5.   Edit your essay for standard grammar & language usage. 

6.   Introduction, at least 2 body paragraphs, conclusion    

 


